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With the help of your generous donation in 2020 of  

£10,310  
you have supported the planting of  

1031 trees 
in the Yorkshire Dales and surrounding areas, offsetting an estimated  

171 tonnes of carbon 
  

Last winter Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust (YDMT) supported the planting of 27,508 trees across the 

Yorkshire Dales and surrounding areas. This created a total of 20 hectares of new woodland, which will help to 

combat climate change, provide vital habitat for wildlife and create beautiful woodlands that everyone can 

enjoy for health and wellbeing. We also re-planted in some existing woodland where Ash Dieback could have 

devastating effects. 

We couldn’t have done this without you.  

THANK YOU 



 
 

 
 

2020-21 Tree planting This Winter 

Tree planting takes place in the winter months, between November and March. During winter, 

trees put their energy in to establishing strong roots, so that come spring, they can focus on 

growing. 

Last season, we were joined by various groups to help plant trees, through YDMT’s outreach work 

including refugees and asylum seekers. A day out in the countryside can be hugely beneficial for 

disadvantaged groups. Not only is it meaningful work to be involved with, but it also provides the 

chance to make new friends and to bridge the divide between urban and rural communities.  

This winter we are supporting the planting of another 29,000 trees creating close to 22.5 hectares 

of new woodland.  That’s nearly 28 football pitches in size! Since our Together for Trees appeal 

launched in 2018, we have helped to plant nearly 60,000 trees and with your help we can reach our 

target of 100,000 this year. 

Why Trees? 

We are all acutely aware of the current climate crisis. Trees have a vital role to play in 

combatting climate change by removing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. They also help 

support people, landscape and wildlife…   

 

 

 

 

Six trees will absorb 
one tonne of carbon 

over a 50-year 

lifespan 
 

Please click here to be whisked away to our 

supporter woodland in Nidderdale and make 

that all important connection with nature 

People - Trees boost human health and well-being. We believe that everyone should have access to 

trees and our work aims to create beautiful woodlands that everyone can enjoy for years to come. 

Landscape - Trees help to reduce soil erosion, reduce flood risk, reduce pollution and help with 

water quality.  

Wildlife - Planting trees helps to create new habitat and provide food and shelter for wildlife, 

including our precious pollinators. Trees support some of our most endangered woodland animals, 

like red squirrels, dormice and cuckoos. One single oak tree can support up to 284 species. 

 

https://issuu.com/ydmt/docs/woodale_open
https://tinyurl.com/WoodaleOpenday


 
 

 
 

UGP staff get stuck in… 

We were thrilled that a small group of UGP staff volunteered to help plant hundreds of new saplings in 

Pasture Wood, a YDMT supported woodland in Grassington.  This event marked the launch of our 

partnership. Since 2004, 5,500 trees have been planted at the site.   

 

We returned to the site to plant more trees to make the wood more resilient as an eco system and to 

mitigate ash dieback.  All trees planted are native, broadleaf trees, specially chosen for each site 

dependent on the location.  The trees planted in pasture wood include oak, birch, holly, hawthorn and 

willow. Read more about this woodland and others here: https://www.ydmt.org/woodlands. 

Due to the pandemic we were unable to arrange any further events this year.  In 2021 we hope to be 

able to host a range of tree planting days to help engage your staff with the partnership.  

 

Reduce,  Reuse,  Recycle 

Due to increasing interest YDMT are leading the way in discussions around the use of plastic tree 

guards. Carol, YDMT Woodland Officer, is facilitating discussions between national stakeholders, 

considering options around recycling tree guards, as well as looking at the alternatives which 

could either see plastic guard use being reduced, or guards being reused.  

In October 2020, we were thrilled to top a public poll and secure funding from European Outdoor 

Conservation Association (with huge thanks for your votes!).  

Our Plastic Free Woodlands project will see the removal of redundant plastic tree guards. We are currently 

working on arranging central collection points to enable the recycling of the tubes. We heard from 

landowners, that they faced a lot of difficulty in getting tubes recycled and we hope our work will help to 

tackle this issue.  Several tubes have already been removed from Ormsgill Wood as a result of this work. 

This winter, we’ll also be planting 7,000 trees to trial alternatives to plastic trees guards. Some will be planted without guards, others will use guards made 

from different materials.  

https://www.ydmt.org/woodlands


 
 

 
 

People Behind the Trees 

As well as UGP and other corporate partners, there are a large number of landowners 

behind our woodland creation work. Without them, we wouldn’t be able to plant trees.  

Sheila Mason, at Keasden Head Farm shares why she is Together for Trees  
Sheila Mason has been a farmer all her life. She had a vision of creating woodland areas 

on the farm that will grow and develop over the years. With the support of YDMT, she 

aims to create wildlife corridors that interlock across the farm and over the years has 

worked with numerous groups including school children, asylum seekers, refugees and 

people with mental health issues to create woodland patches.  

Sheila says:   

“It’s amazing to see the transformation of 

the groups that arrive in the farm yard… 

Instead of just feeling unhappy within themselves, doing something constructive can be 

quite therapeutic for most. By involving these groups of people it certainly gives both me 

and them a feeling of achievement and a sense of it being a day well spent.”     

   

Sheila’s daughter Georgia tells us: “I have so much admiration for my mum. I share her opinion 

that planting more trees will significantly improve the environment in the Yorkshire Dales; 

creating more natural habitats and recreating the woodlands of past times.” 

 

 

 

 

We are in the middle of a busy winter season, and we need your help to make a 

difference for people and the environment.  



 
 

 
 

Communications & Marketing 

Press Coverage and promotion of our partnership has included mentions in local newspapers such as The Craven Herald and The Ilkley Gazette, as well as 

social media such as Facebook and Twitter.  We also have a dedicated page on our website sharing details of our partnership. We hope to build on this in 

2021 helping to engage your customers and inspire them to be more sustainable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

2020 Achievements at YDMT -  UGP wider impact  

Thanks to your help we have continued to support the people, landscape and wildlife of the Yorkshire Dales, throughout such a difficult year 

for our communities. Here are some of the things we’ve achieved in the last year with your support 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

143
people were given 

inspirational learning 

opportunities in the Dales, 

alongside many more 

virtual events   

£134,162
Awarded in grants to 

more than 67 

community and 

education projects 

trees were planted; creating 19.73 

hectares of new woodland and 

helping to combat climate change.  

27,508

hectares of hay meadow 

habitat was restored, 

increasing biodiversity and 

providing a vital food 

source for pollinators.   

27
1,101

school children and young 

people were connected to 

the Dales landscape and 

inspired to care about the 

natural world and– giving 

them hope for a better 

future 



 
 

 
 

Adapting Our Work 

Although some of our work is not possible right now due to Covid-19, we are 

well aware that our work will be even more vital in the coming months in 

helping people to get out and connect with nature for well-being and respite 

from the current situation.  

Throughout December 2020, we provided 846 activity packs and resources 

to hundreds of individuals to help reduce isolation whilst also inspiring 

people to connect with nature from home. The packs were hugely 

appreciated by groups and individuals, and helped us to maintain relationships with communities, and provide 

inspiration for groups to join us on days out when it is possible.  Packs included bulb planting, garlic growing, 

Christmas wreaths and more. Another series of packs is currently in planning. 

We are more determined than ever to fight for a greener, better world beyond the pandemic and we’re grateful 

that UGP are a part of that.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you from all at YDMT 


